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Hearing [this], the sea, with  bowed head, said, "I did not

wash away [and] take him ;
You are the preceptor of all, the Lord of the World ; [you]

are the Lord [who] assumed the form of Rama.

I have greatly feared since then, and have kept within the
limits [of my duty]." Hari said, i( If thou didst not take [him],
then who else took him away from here ? " The sea said, " Lord
of Compassion ! I [will] explain this mystery. There is within
me an Asura named S'ankhasur, in the form of a shell. He gives
trouble to all creatures moving in the water ; and if anyone
comes to bathe on the bank, [he] seizes [and] takes them away.
Probably he may have taken away your preceptor's son ; I do
not know. Please come in yourself [and] see."

Hearing  thus, Krishna   eagerly entered,   [and], going on,

reached the centre of the sea ;
Upon seeing S'ankhasur  [he]  killed [him]; rending open

[his] stomach, [he] cast [him] out;
[He] did not find the  preceptor's  son in  him;   [he] said

regretfully [to] Balabhadra,

" Brother ! I have killed this one to no purpose." Bahrain
Ji said, " Do not [be] anxious. Now do you bear this [as an
emblem]." Hearing this, Hari made that shell his weapon.
Afterwards, proceeding onwards thence, the two brothers came
into the city of Yama,1 the name of which is Sanyamani (i.e.
" restraining "), and Dharmaraj is the ruler there.

On seeing them, Dharmaraj rose from his throne, [and] coming
forward, courteously conducted [them in]. Having seated
[them] on the throne, washed [their] feet, [and] accepted
[their] foot-water, [he] said, " Happy [is] this place ! happy [is]
this city ! where the Lord having come, has manifested [him-
self], and has fulfilled the purpose of his worshippers I Now
please give some command that [your] servant may execute it."
The Lord said, " Bring my preceptor's son [and] give [him to
me].5'

As soon as this direction issued from the mouth of Hari,
Dharmaraj went quickly [and] brought the lad, and [with]
joined hands, humbly said, u Lord of Compassion! by your
favour I knew from the very first that you would come to take
the preceptor's son; therefore I preserved him carefully. Up to
the present [I] have not given to this boy a [second] birth."
Maharaj ! having said thus, Dharmaraj gave the boy to Hari.
The Lord accepted [him], and immediately seating him on the
chariot, proceeded thence, [and], in a certain time, bringing
[him], stood before the preceptor. And the two brothers,
having joined [their] hands, said, " Divine Preceptor 1 now what
order is there ? "

1 Yama, the Regent of the Dead.